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Exhibition Concept:  

 

My work explores  the impermanence and mutability of a fragile littoral environment under 

threat due to climate change. Following each severe weather event, the afflicted coastline is 

littered with numerous incongruous objects that have become embedded in the sand – 

plastics, netting, rope fragments, coils of wire, corroding metals, toys and household items 

from subsiding shoreline dwellings. These manmade objects become entangled with natural 

materials such as seaweeds and grasses, to the extent that they are difficult to tell apart. 

Manmade items leave their mark on the coastal environment. They are the residual indicators 

of severe weather events, the traces and imprints of the processes of a changing climate. They 

pose a threat to marine life and, ultimately, to mankind. 

Found shoreline debris is a vital element in my work. I embed materials such as plastic and 

rope into my painting surface by monoprinting. In this way, a trace or imprint of the original 

material forms the initial stage of the painting process. I then work in layers, adding and 

erasing media to create a sense of the attrition and volatility of the littoral environment. These 

vibrant found objects possess the ability to change and my process often results in unexpected 

outcomes. Intriguing transformations occur at the monoprinting stage of the process. 

Manmade materials adopt strangely organic characteristics, appearing to mutate into unusual 

marine creatures. There are interesting shifts in scale when short lengths of plastic generate 

aerial views of an estuarine environment or create spiral coastal pathways. Unexpected 

transformations such as these are an ironic confirmation of the entanglement of mankind and 

the natural world. This unique ability of the materials to adapt demonstrates a sense of agency 

in the work. This in turn affects the way the viewer regards these materials because on close 

inspection, it becomes obvious that things may not be quite as they first appear. My aim is to 

create intriguing artworks that will entice the viewer to look closely and to reflect on their 

own actions in relation to the environment. 

 

 

  

 

  

 

 


